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Capacity Building Workshop on Air Action Plan for 
Kochi

CAA India in partnership with the Centre for 
Heritage, Environment and Development 
(c-hed) of the Kochi Municipal Corporation 
and the Kochi Metro Rail Limited (KMRL) 
organised a one-day multi-stakeholder 
capacity building programme on Air 
Quality Solutions, on December 7, 2017 at 
Kochi. 

The Mayor of Kochi Smt. Soumini 
Jain presided over the meeting.  
Director Centre for Heritage, Environment 

and Development (c-hed) Dr. Rajan Chedambath, Additional General Manager, Urban Transport, 
Kochi Metro Rail Limited (KMRL) Mr. G.P. Hari, city administration officials and other relevant 
stakeholders, discussed important steps towards improving the air quality in Kochi with 
technological solutions. 

Addressing the participants at the meeting, Smt. Soumini Jain, Mayor of Kochi said “Air is free, and 
we do not realise its value. Kochi is developing at a fast pace. As a result, every day we face issues 
like air pollution leading to various health issues which remains unnoticed. The need of the hour is 
strong and stable policy to keep check on the increasing number of pollutants like PM 10 and PM 
2.5 in the air”. She also further added, “Platforms like this should be considered as an initiative to 
discuss solutions for a better air quality for Kochi and its people.” 

CAA India’s training was based on the Guidance Framework for Better Air Quality in Asian Cities 
which aims to provide a recognized guidance to implement the Long-Term Vision for Urban Air 
Quality in Asia by strengthening the capacity of governments in the management of air pollution. 
CAA India and the Kochi Municipal Corporation will now be developing an air action plan for Kochi 
as a follow up to this capacity building programme.

On December 5, 2017, CAA India as part of the 
culmination event of the Cleaner Air for Primary 
Schools project received the Mayor of London, 
Sadiq Khan at the Maharaja Agarsain Public 
School, Delhi. It was an enriching experience for 
a bunch of 30 enthusiastic clean-air champions, 
who were part of this project. Earlier the 
children were sensitized to air quality issues 
including measuring NO2 levels in the air. 

Talking to the students present at the event, 
Mayor Sadiq Khan said: “Air pollution is a global 
problem that harms the lives of millions of people. Only by working together, we will help beat 
this global health crisis and protect people from breathing filthy air which damages their lungs 
and causes diseases”.  He further interacted with the clean air champions, during their outdoor 
activity which involved measuring PM 2.5 levels within the school premises using sensors. 

The Cleaner Air for Schools project was conducted by Clean Asia, London Sustainability Exchange 
and FIA Foundation schools in Delhi, London and Nairobi.

Mayor of London meets CAA’s Clean-Air Champions

CAA conducted a capacity building 
programme on Air Quality Management 
for officials and stakeholders involved in air 
quality work in Nagpur. The training was 
conducted in partnership with the Centre for 
Sustainable Development on December 8, 
2017. The programme was attended by Shri. 
Sandeep Joshi, Leader of Ruling Party, Nagpur 
Municipal Corporation, Shri Pravin Datkey, 
Ex-Mayor, Nagpur Municipal Corporation, 
Ms. Leena Buddhe, Director of Centre for Sustainable Development, Dr. Padma Rao, Scientist at 
National Environment Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) and other stakeholders including 
Consultants from Smart Cities Mission. 

CAA conducts Capacity Building Programme on Air 
Quality Management for Nagpur

A two-day capacity building workshop on developing an air action plan for Bhubaneswar, Odisha 
was organized by CAA India on December 21-22, 2017. 

The objective of organizing the 
workshop was to provide a platform 
to bring in experts who could 
dialogue towards the development 
of a Clean Air Action Plan and 
establish a long-term cooperation 
platform for stakeholders to 
implement effective programs 
and policies on the ground. This 
workshop will support the Odisha 

Pollution Control Board to come up with a better air quality management plan on the basis of the 
Guidance Framework. 

The workshop was attended by 29 participants from different sectors like State Pollution Control 
Board Odisha/West Bengal, NGO’s, Clinical Research institutes, Universities and Policy advisors.

A special session on the health impacts of air pollution was also conducted by Dr Saibal Moitra, an 
expert in respiratory diseases who spoke about the impact of air pollution on health. He pointed 
out that when exposed to elevated levels of particulate pollution, children and older adults are 
more likely to get effected with air-borne respiratory problems, pneumonia, etc. With the stakes 
high, the most immediate air quality challenge is to tackle the problem of high concentration of 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2), particulate matter like PM 2.5 and PM 10 and other harmful pollutants in 
our immediate surrounding. Improving air quality would not only keep people out of the hospital, 
but would also save up to millions of rupees in health care costs across the developing cities each 
year.

Dr. A.K. Swar, Senior Environmental Engineer, Odisha State Pollution Control Board presented on 
the status of air quality monitoring in Bhubaneswar and the issues and challenges in the city. Mr. 
Debanjan Gupta, Senior Scientist, West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) focused on good 
practices in Kolkata in term of maintaining air quality in West Bengal. 

Dr. D.K. Behera, Senior Environmental Scientist, Odisha State Pollution Control Board elaborated 
on the Environmental Management Plan of Bhubaneswar which gave a clear insight on the total 
emission load (ton per day) considering the stone crushers and brick kilns. From his research 
Behera presented figures for the five pollutants SPM, SO2, NOx, HC and CO. 

The second day of the two-day workshop was focussed on a consultative group discussion on 
what the inputs for an Air Action Plan for Bhubaneswar should have. 

Capacity Building Workshop for Air Action Plan 
organised in Bhubaneswar
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• As a Lead member, you/your organisation will organise network 
consultations, your work and logo will be featured and promoted on the 
CAKN website. You will be invited to all partner forums and activities across 
India while also interacting with partners on different air quality issues on a 
weekly email thread.

• As an Executive member, you/your organisation will be invited to all partner 
forums and activities across India while also interacting with partners on 
different air quality issues on a weekly email thread.

Write to india@cleanairasia.org and join the CAKN!

Join the Clean Air Knowledge Network today! 

Watch Farak Padta hai on Republic TV where CAA 
India Director speaks about the air quality challenge 
in India.

CAA India in the news

Times of India: December 6, 2017

Click here to read more…. 

Click here to watch…. 

Indian Express: December 8, 2017

Click here to read more…. 

Deccan Chronicle: December 9, 2017

Smart City.: Elets: December 4, 2017

Times of India: December 4, 2017

Click here to read more…. 

Click here to read more…. 

Click here to read more…. 

The Better Air Quality (BAQ) conference is a flagship event of Clean Air 
Asia covering the key sectors of transport, energy, industry and climate 
change, with a particular emphasis on government policies and measures. 

The conferences have become major regional events through the 
concerted efforts of the Clean Air Asia Partnership Members. Past BAQ 
conferences has been organized in Hong Kong (2002), Philippines (2003), 
India (2004), Indonesia (2006), Thailand (2008), Singapore (2010). Hong 
Kong (2012), Sri Lanka (2014) and Korea (2016). Now held every two years, 
the BAQ conference regularly attracts close to a thousand participants 
from Asia and the rest of the world. 

This biennial event brings leading experts, policy and decision makers 
together to network, learn and share experiences on air quality 
management. Past BAQs have proven to influence policies, initiate new 
projects and establish partnerships.

JOIN US IN NOVEMBER 12-16, 2018 AT BORNEO CONVENTION CENTRE, 
KUCHING, SARAWAK, MALAYSIA.

Find out more on www.cleanairasia.org

10TH BETTER AIR QUALITY CONFERENCE  
(BAQ) NOVEMBER 12-16, 2018 - SAVE THE DATE
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